
AVID HIGHLIGHTS 
Attention to all upperclassmen! PSAT and SAT tests are around the 
corner. Currently, AVID students are preparing to take these tests in the 
upcoming months. The PSAT in October will be counted towards the 
National Merit Scholarship. If granted a high enough score, students will 
receive various types of scholarships. In addition, early admissions for 
seniors are coming up. UC admissions begin in November and regular 
Cal State admission starts October 1st.

AVID SECTION - AVID 9 

This month we will highlight Ms. Cross's AVID 9 class. It is Ms. 
Cross's second year teaching AVID 9. Although they are freshman, Ms. Cross 
has big expectations for them. She expects them to learn collaboration, inquiry, and organization 
skills to utilize in life. She is also teaching them basic AVID techniques, such as tutorials and team 
building. With the AVID 9 class, Ms. Cross hopes to help the freshman adjust to high school by 
making them feel like they belong and to strengthen their bond with their peers. Ms. Cross has a 
feeling this year is going to be great because she has great students. 
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TEACHER OF THE MONTH - 
SENORA REYNOLDS Senora Reynolds was nominated for teacher of 

the month from the AVID program because of 
her positive attitude and the motivation she had 
towards her students. Many students know her as 
a tender-hearted encouraging, confident, and 
dedicated teacher. She makes her students feel 
comfortable to ask for help, and does whatever it 
takes to help them. She's very motivational and 
inspiring towards her students. She's constantly 
encouraging them to be the best, not only as 
students, but as people and she never fails to put 
a smile on their faces.

STAFF MEMBER OF THE MONTH - STACY GILLESPIE 
The August Staff Member of the month is Stacy Gillespie. Stacy majored in Liberal Studies at Cal 
Lutheran University. Now she is Mrs. Gutierrez's Assistant here at Ayala High School. The AVID 11 
class elected Stacy because of her commitment for helping students enroll and succeed in AP Courses. 
She has stated that everybody has problems, however, she understands that one by one, everyone 
wants an education. So, she deals with conflicts that she has faced by being honest with the students 
and what is best for them.  

COLLEGE OF THE MONTH - PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 
Pepperdine University is the place to go! It is a private institution. Tuition for Pepperdine is about 
$50,000 and has a 30% acceptance rate. Pepperdine offers a variety of majors, but is mainly known for 
business. For a each major their campus is separated into different schools. The various schools they 

have are: Education & Psychology, the Graduate School of Business & Management, and Seaver 
College. Pepperdine has more than just great academic programs, it is also located in beautiful Malibu, 
California. They're highly spirited about their mascot Willy the Wave. FUN FACT!!! Zoey 101 was 
filmed on their campus. 

AVID ALUMNI - JOHN EDGAR   
John Edgar, brother of Caleb Edgar, is an alumni AVID student 
attending his second year at UC Irvine. John was in AVID for four 
years, two years at Chino Hills High School and two years at Ayala 
High School. He is currently nineteen years old and is playing for the 
UC Irvine basketball team. He is majoring in sports marketing and 
lives off campus in a four bedroom apartment with three other 
students.
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